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Murder Under the Big Top

written and directed by Larry Spinnenweber

Segriff Stage 134 Brighton Ave, Rochester, PA 15074

Thursday, March 12, 2026 7:30 PM
Friday, March 13, 2026 7:30 PM
Saturday, March 14, 2026 7:30 PM
Sunday, March 15, 2026 2:00 PM

CAST:
Danny DUDOIS.......ccaamusnmms Calvin Brookins
Bibi Bennett ... Alexa Burak
Magda Petrovsky ..........ccoconeivnieennennn. Joan Schwartz
Lillian Graham............ccooriii e Jenn Rian
JORY GAMAI ... cnnusmmsmimassiins Zack Mitrecic
Rex Maxwell ... Brian Shumaker
Willie “Pickles” Emmett.......................... Tom Abbott
Charlene Twitch ... Apryl Peroney
PRODUCTION TEAM:
Director | Playwright ............cocomreee Larry Spinnenweber
Assistant DIFeTIon ......ccunmummnmsnss v Edward Kunz
Stage Manager | Clown Makeup ...................... Charissa McMahon
Tech Design & Operation ... amnnmmnmsmmgs Max Boffo
Knife Board Construction ....................ccooooenns Eric J. McAnallen
Photographer ... e e Tim Piper
MAIREING | BOS RS s s R Jenn Rian
Setting:

Inside the Big Top of the Schnitzel Brothers’ Circus.
A morning in the present day.

*There will be a 15-minute intermission following interrogation.



Tom Abbott
(Pickles) has been
directing and acting
for over 35 years.
His R-ACT credits
include director of A

Christmas  Carol
Radio Show
(2025), Bugsy King in Murder at

Ringside (2025), various characters in
Alice in Wonderland Radio Show
(2024), and Hank Trent in Murder on the
Mesa (2024). Tom appeared as
Constantine Bouc in Batavia Studios’
production of Murder on the Orient
Express (2025). In addition to Bouc and
King, he counts Governor Mendacious
in  Rivertown  Fireman’s  Jubilee
(Freeport Theatre Festival, 2018)
among his favorite roles.

Tom dedicates his role in Big Top to his
dear friend, the recently departed Pat
Faloon, better known for many years as
Rainbow the Clown. Good luck to the
cast and crew!

Scan the QR Code

to complete a brief

audience participation survey

www.ractproductions.com
/feedback

Calvin Brookins
(Danny Dubois) is
excited and

grateful to be
making his R-ACT
debut. He has been
acting since 2019
and became really
involved in theatre the past three years.
His most recent appearance was as Ira
in The Other Side produced by Iron
Horse Theatre Company for the 2025
Pittsburgh New Works Festival. Other
recent credits include Hay Fever
(Community Theatre Players, 2025)
Charles Bingley in Pride and Prejudice
(Pittsburgh  Savoyards, 2024) and
Justin Waverly in Christmas Belles and
Southern Hospitality =~ (Pendemer
Productions, 2024 & 2025).

Alexa Burak (Bibi
Bennett) is happy
to be back at the
Segqriff Stage for
her second R-ACT
production. She
appeared as Anna
Mae Harper in the
mystery, Murder at

2025 murder
Ringside. She was most recently seen
in Ben Avon Community Theatre
Players’” 2025 production of [Instant

Austen. Other credits include the
children’s choir for Big River at The
Strand Theater, Paulette in Legally
Blonde at Hopewell High School, Donna
in Mamma Mia! at Hopewell High
School, and Connie-Sue Whipple in
Smile! at the Pittsburgh CLO Academy
of Musical Theatre. Off-stage, Alexa
works in Human Resources and is a
resident of Hopewell Township.



Zack Mitrecic
(Joey Grimaldi) is
an actor and stunt
coordinator based
out of the
Pittsburgh  area.
This is his third
show with R-ACT
having previously appeared in Who's
Afraid (Make 'Em Laugh, 2022) and as
Don Baker in Butterflies Are Free
(2017). Some of his favorite roles
include Dean in Gloria (Pinnacle
Productions PPU, 2021), Henry Potter
in It's a Wonderful Life (Lincoln Park
Performing Arts Center, 2018), and
Hamlet in Hamlet Abridged (2018). He
directed Hambones Theater Company’s
production of The Ringmistress for the
2019 Pittsburgh New Works Festival.
Zack thanks everyone involved for
welcoming him into this amazing show.

Apryl Peroney
(Charlene Twitch)
is thriled to be
making her R-ACT
debut. Most recent
stage credits
include: The Head
of Seamus Delaney
(Maureen) for the 2025 Pittsburgh New
Works Festival, This Random World
(Bernadette) with South Park Theatre
and The Sherlock Quandary (Miss
Davies) with The Theatre Factory. Apryl
has her BA in Drama from Edinboro
University, Improv training from Arcade
Comedy Theatre, and continues to
study and train with Ensemble Actors
Studio.

In real life she works for a non-profit
organization, always has her nose in a
book, loves going to concerts and would

almost always rather be on a white
sandy beach! Thank you, Larry, Cast
and Crew for this super fun experience.
Sending endless love and gratitude to
her husband Brad for continuing to be
her steady in the storm and favorite line
running partner!

Jenn Rian (Lillian
Graham) This is
Jenn’s 19" show
with  R-ACT and
4th Spinnenweber
murder  mystery.
Her R-ACT debut
was as Lorinda
Hamilton in Death and Doubloons ten
years ago. She was most recently seen
in the R-ACT and Iron Horse
collaboration Neighbors: New Year,
New Works earlier this year. Among her
favorite roles are Marie Antoinette in
The Revolutionists (2024), Bella
Manningham in Gaslight (2017), and
Lizzie Curry in The Rainmaker (2018),
all with R-ACT; and Mary Pringle in
Soldier, Come Home (2017) with Little
Beaver Historical Society. Jenn has
been a member of R-ACT Theatre
Productions for ten years and has
served on its executive board for the
last three.

Need a lawyer?

Call Charlene Twitch of
Amber, Grombie, &
Twitch Law Firm

Rggressive. Relentless. Victorious.



Joan Schwartz
(Magda Petrovsky)
is originally from
Queens, New York,
and has a BFA in

Theater
Performance from
Hofstra University.
She has called Hopewell Township
home for many years. This is her eighth
R-ACT Production, having appeared in
the R-ACT and Iron Horse
collaboration, Neighbors: New Year,
New Works in January, A Christmas
Carol Radio Show, Murder at Ringside,
Imaginary Exits and Up and Away in
2025, and Murder on the Mesa and
Alice in Wonderland in 2024. Joan also
worked with Iron Horse in The Coach
and Mrs. Jagoff(2025) and The Curious
Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time
(2024). Among her favorite roles are
Mrs. Harcourt in Anything Goes (Gerard
Productions, 2001) and Yente in Fiddler
on the Roof (Gerard Productions,
1995).

Brian Shumaker
(Rex Maxell) This is
Brian's third R-ACT
production having
appeared in A
Christmas  Carol
Radio Show and
Murder at Ringside
in 2025. Other credits include Ed
Carmichael in You Can't Take It With
You (Red Barn Players, 2025), Harry
Pepper in Barefoot in the Park (Bobcat
Players, 2025), Tobias Ragg in
Sweeney Todd (ACTS Performing Arts
Center, 2025), and Richard in Making
God Laugh (Red Barn Players of
Ellwood City, 2024). A Beaver resident,

Brian graduated from Penn State
University with a B.S. in Chemical
Engineering. He studies voice with
Paula Signorino-Richter and has
performed around the world with Penn
State College and Alumni Choirs.

R-ACT THEATRE PRODUCTIONS PRESENTS

GRUESORAE

A dark
comedy by

o PLAYGROUND
?NJUPEE‘:

directed by
Hannah Dearborn

Seqriff Stage 134 Brighton Ave, Rockester, PA 15074

MAY 8-10, 2026
R-ACT Theatre Productions
presents
GRUESOME PLAYGROUND
INJURIES
A dark comedy by Rajiv Joseph
Directed by Hannah Dearborn

Over the course of 30 years, the lives
of Kayleen and Doug intersect at the
most bizarre intervals, leading the two
childhood friends to compare scars and
the physical calamities that keep
drawing them together.

CONTENT WARNING:
Profanity, Discussion of SA

Tickets available on our website soon!




Larry Spinnenweber (Director
/Playwright) graduated from Penn State
with a BA in Theater in 1985 and has
been doing theater ever since. Since
1995, Larry has worked with R-ACT as
an actor, a director, a playwright, and as
a jack-of-all-trades. Larry was last seen
on stage as Ebenezer Scrooge in R-
ACT's 2025 production of A Christmas
Carol Radio Show. Other recent
appearances include Bright Star (2025)
and Curtains (2024) both with Center
Theatre Players. He directed R-ACT’s
production of The Head of Seamus
Delaney for the 2025 Pittsburgh New
Works Festival and will be returning as
director for the festival this year. Some
of his favorite productions have been
Much Ado About Nothing (Camden
Shakespeare Company), A Christmas
Carol (Pittsburgh Playhouse, Jr.), The
Mystery of Edwin Drood (Center
Theater Players), Harvey (Geneva
College), and The Odd Couple (R-ACT
Theatre  Productions). When not
onstage, Larry teaches English at
Hopewell High School.
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| ractproductions.com/volunteer
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2026 R-Act
Auditions

Hartburn Hotel
May

The Pillowman
June/July

Holiday Radio Show
September

Exact dates and details
pending. Please check
our website for updates.

www.ractproductions.com
/auditions

Eddie Kunz (Assistant Director) is
thrilled to be joining R-ACT for this
production! He has found the characters
under the big top to be interesting ever
since he first saw the circus as a toddler,
and now he gets a chance to work with
some interesting circus characters!
Eddie is a local playwright, director, and
producer. He was most recently seen as
Gregory in The Time Machine with
Geyer Performing Arts Center. His
favorite acting credits include Nick
Carroway in The Great Gatsby,
Raynard Chism in Christmas Belles,
and Leroy Jenkins in The Bad Seed.
Eddie is currently producing a proof-of-
concept short film titled He Can't
Remember, She Can't Forget based on
the book by L.S. Hoffman.
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R-ACT Theatre Productions’ Missitm

Statement
R-ACT is a non-profit community theater group
& established in 1992. We are a center for creative

Theatl'e and motivated people interested in any phase of
. theatrical activity where they can advance their

Productions : : ;
AN NANANNANAS knowledge and skill by working on quality plays for
ROCHESTER. PENNSYLVANIA f§ recreational, educational, and cultural advantage.
\www'“"'m"“l"mm""ﬁ"" Dedicated to keeping the arts alive in Beaver Couy

Upcoming Beaver

2026 County Community
R-Act General Theater Shows
- Bobcat Players
Meetlngs The Cottage
by Sandy Rustin
March 19, 2026 March 20, 21, 26, 27, 28
June 18. 2026 Center Theater Players
Come From Away
Sept 13, 2026 April 22, 23, 24, 25
Nov 15, 2026 R-ACT Theatre Productions
All meetings are 7 PM Gruesome Playground Injuries
by Rajiv Joseph
Location: May 8, 9, 10
Segriff Stage Red Barn Theater
134 Brig hton Ave, Over the River and Through the
Rochester, PA 15074 Migods

by Joe DiPietro
June 4, 5, 6, 10, 11, 12, 13

Ironhorse Theater Company
Copenhagen
by Michael Frayn
June 5, 6, 12, 13, 14, 19, 20

ractproductions.com/
general-meetings




Theatre
Productions Season

ACT Remaining
g 2026

GRUESOME
PLAYGIROUND May
INJURIES 8-10
IDVESIVETIIERR August
ol by Whifney
0 E]—[‘]E- Ryan Garrity 14-16
Wik  October
16-18
December

4-6




